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Rector

University UNION
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Dr Zlatko Stefanovic

Bologna, February 23rd, 2009

Dear Dr Zlatko Stefanovic, 

As Director of the Center for Constitutional Studies and Democratic Development (CCSDD) I would like to draw your attention to one of our leading projects. The CCSDD is the result of a joint venture between the Johns Hopkins University, SAIS Bologna Center and the Faculty of Law of the University of Bologna. 

Every year the CCSDD organizes in collaboration with the Faculty of Law of the University of Belgrade and under the patronage of the Italian Embassy in Podgorica the European Union and Legal Reform Summer School. 

The Summer School consists of a one-week post-graduate course in English targeting Law and Political Science graduate students from Central, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe. The initial Summer School took place in Igalo, Montenegro, in July 2003. As a result of its overwhelming success, the Summer School was repeated in 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007. 

The idea of the CCSDD is that of a legal reform program that brings together lawyers, students, law fellows and academics from various countries in Central and Eastern Europe, including the Balkans. The program is meant to discuss the constitutional implications of EU expansion as well as the changes that need to be made in Eastern European countries for future integration into the EU. It is also meant to address lessons-learnt from the founding members of the European Economic Community (EEC) and some legal mechanisms that must be modified in so-called “consolidated democracies.”

In order to be implemented efficiently, the academic study of EU law needs to be accompanied and strengthened by a thorough knowledge of legal reform processes. The example provided by those countries that have already undertaken similar reforms is considered to be a useful tool for countries approaching similar changes.

This year, we further expect to enlarge and strengthen the already existing network of jurists and legal professionals through the creation of an online forum for discussion. We also expect to promote “bilateral” or “multilateral” links among jurists belonging to different countries, yet involved with similar legal reform challenges.

We therefore ask you to promote our initiative with your staff and apply, http://www.ccsdd.org/montenegro/apply.cfm?#. 

The total cost to participate is € 850,00 and covers the following expenses:

· Full board and lodging for 6 days

· Course material

Participants are expected to cover themselves travel costs.

The School assigns 6 European credits to all participants. 

Your Sincerely

Justin Orlando Frosini
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